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HOME AND CHURCH

THE PRESENT PECULIAR RESPONSIBILITY OF HOME AND
CHURCH TO THE CHILDREN

MRS. FREDERIC SCHOFF.
President of the National Congress of Mothers, Philadelphia, Pa.

In the life of the present generation there are conditions which
cause concern among thoughtful men and women.

The relentless pursuit of wealth at the sacrifice of honesty, and
regard for one's fellow-men, the use of official position for the ad-
vancement of special interests rather than the common good, the
lowering of the moral tone of society through a double standard of
morality, and the breaking up of homes by divorce are so opposed
to Divine Laws, that it is time that serious study should be given to
the causes which have resulted in the present conditions in our
country.

Home and Church are the Divinely appointed guardians and
guides of youth. To them is given the responsibility of character
building and spiritual nurture. That they have not met their duty
efficiently must be acknowledged. "Why is it, and what is the remedy T

The children come into the world innocent and pure, receptive to
influences which surround them; endowed by the Creator with
infinite possibilities for good, which may be developed or perverted.
It rests with home and church to recognize their responsibility to each
of His little ones, and to prepare themselves to meet it earnestly and
intelligently.

Neglect to inculcate in childhood the lessons of the Christ-life,
to make them a part of the warp and woof of the character, is to
inflict on children an irreparable injury.

Religion is nothing unless it relates to life, and life is nothing
unless it has for its foundation the acknowledgement of God, and the
desire to shape one's life according to His laws.

The Church needs to put aside the non-essentials and bend all
its efforts to teaching the vital lessons of the Christ-life, relating
them to the daily life. The religion of Jesus is simple for He embod-
ied it in a single sentence: "What doth the Lord thy God require of
thee but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk numbly with thy
God."
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EOME AITJ) OBUBOJS 87

The Church needs to hold up before the people the life of th«
Master, with all its lessons of love and service, to make it live in the
hearts of children as the ideal of their own lives. In discussion of
creeds and doctrines, the weightier matters of the law have taken a
minor place in the teaching of the church. The test of efficiency in
any church iB its ability to influence and shape character. That men
may have the spirit dominate and control the body, the children must
have regular instruction in love of God and our fellowmen.

Merely learning the Ten Commandments and the Blessings, is
not sufficient; they must be related to life, and must be shown in
their relation to every-day life. "Whatever the method that will give
to children an appreciation of the broad scope of life, of the relative
values of material and spiritual things, of the Divine ideal of manhood,
that is the method which should be used.

In New York recently an investigation was made in regard to the
plans of early religious instruction required by different denomina-
tions. Only the Catholic Church was positive and definite in the
instruction which should be given. Only the Catholic Church had
evolved a strong, definite system of religious instruction for its chil-
dren.

The Protestant Churches must place equal stress on the impor-
tance of definite, systematic spiritual instruction of children, and must
be definite and efficient in guarding the years of childhood, in sowing
the seeds of character,—if present conditions are to be changed.

The Church deplores divorce, yet divorce is but an effect of a
cause, and the only adequate method of preventing it is to instill into
the minds of youth the realization that marriage is one of God's ordi-
nances ; that it is spiritual; that it is the highest and holiest relation
of life and should only be consummated from the highest motives.

Thousands of young people never receive any instruction con-
cerning it, in either home or church. Judge Lindsay has had over a
thousand divorce cases since ho has been a Judge. He says that
nearly all of them could have been prevented if the home had done
its duty to the boys and girls. The only way to prevent divorce is to
give to youth the high ideal of marriage, and that can only be done
by including it among the vital features of religious training. The
double standard of morality can only be banished as the Church
recognizes its power to prevent by definite teaching of purity, and
of the holiness of all that relates to marriage and parenthood.

Dishonesty and corruption in business and politics will only be
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88 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION.

overcome by making the golden rule and the love of service the domi-
nating principles of life. Youth is the time to do this.

The primary responsibility of the Church is to hold before chil-
dren the divine ideals of manhood, and to teach them how to reach
them. Too many lives merely drift. Too many have not the true ideal
of what counts in making life worth while.

The present peculiar responsibility of the Church is to see
the world's needs, and to study how it may better equip the coming
generation to take their places with high principles and noble purpose.

The greatest opportunity of the Church in accomplishing this
will be to inspire parents with a fuller conception of the constructive
work that must be done in childhood,—to show them what to teach
and how to teach it.

Parents' classes in connection with every church to give their help
to parents, would mean more than the Sunday school in the develop-
ment of the children. These classes should take up the study of child
psychology, because the duty of the parent is that of a teacher, and
only as one comprehends the phases of race development can one
meet wisely the needs of the children. Many a youth has been driven
from home and church by failure of both to understand the restless
activity of the adolescent period. Repression, rather than direction
of the activity into safe channels, has wrecked many lives. Child
study should be an important feature of parents' classes. Child
Nurture is the greatest of all sciences, and only as parents recog-
nize that, and make earnest study of it can humanity rise to higher
planes. Parents' classes in every church should have a course of
study that would enable fathers and mothers to enter into the life of
the child and by sympathetic, purposeful, faithful guidance, lead them
in the ways of righteousness.

The home must assume its God-given functions as the nursery of
earth and heaven, and recognize that while church and school may
help, the main responsibility in shaping character rests on parents.
The years of infancy and childhood are spent in the home, and the
lessons of childhood endure. To give to the little ones an ever-abiding
consciousness of dependence on God, and a true ideal of manhood is
to build a bulwark against temptation, a vision of life's possibilities
whieh will be a safeguard through life.

The National Congress of Mothers is organizing mothers' and
parents' associations in connection with every school, and elsewhere,
and with the sole object of aiding parents to study childhood and its
needs, in home, school, church and state. It is inspiring them with
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HOME AND GEUBOH 39

higher conceptions of parenthood, and with the appreciation that
under God's plan the physical, mental and moral development of
humanity has been given to their keeping.

There is a very clearly proven relation between infant mortality
and ignorance of parents as to baby's needs, and this is true in all
classes of society.

There is a very clearly proven relation between neglected child-
hood and low moral standards of life. The failure of the home to
fit the children to meet life's temptations is not confined to any class
of society. Neglected childhood exists wherever parents fail to give
children the spiritual foundation which is the only sure protection
and guide in. the problems in life.

Neglected childhood exists where parents fail to hold before their
children the same standard of morality for boys and girls. Parents
rather than youth must bear the responsibility when they send their
boys and girls to school and college with no intimation of the evil
and dangers of impure life.

Many a life ows its downfall to the culpable negligence of parents
in teaching the children the right use of every function of the body.
The wise parent, knowing the temptations of life, will prepare the
children to meet them, not by the innocence of ignorance, but by the
holy ideal of purity which has been constructed during the years of
adolescence and childhood. Disgust toward impurity will take the
place of self-indulgence under such a policy.

The world has taken little cognizance of the children, other than
to provide for intellectual culture. It has given less study to the
culture of the three-fold nature of the children than it has given to
many material things, and the result of its negligence is inevitable.

Prisons and reform schools will cease to be a necessity when the
world realizes and believes in the infinite possibilities which lie in
every child, when each one is given the opportunity to receive the
lessons and to have the environment which are favorable to the de-
velopment of the higher nature, the door of which may be opened, if
one only knows how to do it.

The work of character building is the most important educational
work in the world. The same principles which are followed by a
good teacher are required by ministers and parents. Pedagogy
and psychology must be added to the equipment of all who would
guide humanity to its best.

The missionary work of every church lies all around it. Not only
those who meet to worship, but those whose youthful lives are stand-
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40 SELWI0V8 EDUCATION.

ing at the parting of the ways in the city street, in shop or factory
or court or prison, in indifferent homes, come •within the guardian-
ship of those who are His ministers on earth. A Church or home
which would guard "His little ones" in the present day must know
how the world is treating them.

It must insist on sensible, scientific treatment of the weak and
erring.

The world has outgrown the criminal system in vogue for so many
centuries. It demands help for the offender, rather than punishment.
It recognizes that the mistaken methods of the past have driven thou-
sands into criminal lives.

Home and church must recognize that on them rests the respon-
sibility today of insisting that probation officers, teachers in training
schools, helpers in prisons, shall be men and women equipped by sym-
pathy, spirituality and education to guide the weak, to build and
strengthen their souls by patient teaching of true ideals of life. The
work is educational; it is spiritual. No political questions can enter
into the selection of those, who need special ability to plant the seeds
of noble living. A century will efface the earthly contentions and
strifes which disturb the world today. God in His wisdom brings into
life new generations, new possibilities for race development.

If home and Church will combine in the earnest effort to bring
to their great work of child nurture, love, consecration and knowl-
edge of the science of instilling the lessons which are vital, if they will
recognize that to make the world good, it is only necessary to put into
the heart of every child the desire to live as God would have him live,
the next generation will not hove to meet the problems which con-
front us today.

The work of the National Congress of Mothers is to inspire
parents with a realization of parenthood, in its relation to earth and
heaven, to give to parents the education which will enable them to
bring to their great work the knowledge which counts for efficiency.

Every form of education has been liberally endowed, yet mothers
today stand and wait for the education which underlies the health,
life and character of the nation.

How long will it be before some great man, in memory of a good
mother, will make it possible to reach the hungry mothers all over
our laad who love their little ones, who long to do the best for them,
but who need some one wiser in child nurture to point the way.

"When childhood comes to its own, when religion enters into life,
as its mainspring and guide, humanity will rise to its God-given possi-
bilities. .
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